
JUDICIAL ADVISORY 
BOARD MINUTES 

January 22, 2025 

The Judicial Advisory Board of the City of Mesa met in the lower-level meeting room of the former 
Council Chambers, 57 East 1st Street, on January 22, 2025, at 7:46 a.m. 

BOARD PRESENT BOARD ABSENT STAFF PRESENT 

Theo McCalvin, Chairperson 
Kelley Durham, Vice Chair 
Keith Berkshire 
Kent Cattani* 
Kelli Flinchbaugh 
Sonia Martinez 
Joshua Rogers 

None Lisa Anderson 
Britanee Hudson 
Carrie Pile 
Alfred Smith 

(*Participated in the meeting through the use of video conference equipment.) 

Items on the agenda were discussed out of order, but for the purpose of clarity will remain as 
listed on the agenda. 

1. Meeting called to order and roll call.

Chairperson McCalvin called the meeting to order at 7:46 a.m. and conducted a roll call.

(At 8:12 a.m., Chairperson McCalvin excused Boardmember Cattani from the remainder of the
Judicial Advisory Board meeting.)

2. Approve minutes from October 30, 2024, Judicial Advisory Board meeting.

It was moved by Boardmember Martinez, seconded by Vice Chairperson Durham, that the
October 30, 2024, Judicial Advisory Board meeting minutes be approved.

Upon tabulation of votes, it showed:

AYES – McCalvin–Durham–Berkshire–Flinchbaugh–Martinez–Rogers
NAYS – None
ABSENT – Cattani

Chairperson McCalvin declared the motion carried unanimously by those present.

3. Items from citizens present.

There were no items from citizens present.
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4. Hear a presentation and discuss the State of the Court by Presiding Magistrate Stephen
Umpleby. 

Presiding Magistrate Stephen Umpleby displayed a PowerPoint presentation to discuss the 
State of the Court.  (See Attachment 1) 

Judge Umpleby noted that court filings have been gradually increasing since the onset of 
COVID-19. He mentioned the Mesa Municipal Court handles approximately 93,000 cases each 
year, resulting in an average of 11,000 cases per judge, compared to 5,300 in Phoenix and 
3,400 in Gilbert. (See Page 2 of Attachment 1) 

Judge Umpleby stated that three areas were prioritized: Expanding Specialty Courts, Increasing 
Access to Justice, and Exploring Innovative Approaches to Justice. (See Page 3 of Attachment 
1) 

Judge Umpleby highlighted the role and statistics of Community Court, Domestic Violence (DV) 
Court, Veterans Court, and Rule 11 competency proceedings. (See Pages 4 through 9 of 
Attachment 1) 

Judge Umpleby stated Increased Access to Justice focused on improving and enhancing 
counseling services, and offering courthouse tours. He added the objective is not to impose jail 
time but to encourage and assist individuals to complete their requirements. (See Pages 10 
through 12 of Attachment 1) 

Judge Umpleby reported 99% of ex-parte hearings are heard within 24 hours, 96% of civil traffic 
cases are resolved within 90 days, and 95% of misdemeanors are concluded within 180 days. 
He added 76% of DUIs are resolved within 180 days which leaves room for improvement. (See 
Pages 13 through 16 of Attachment 1) 

Judge Umpleby described virtual court and the use of digital fingerprints and signatures to 
reduce the need to scan thousands of documents as well as new audio recording technology 
and upgraded cameras to improve the virtual court process.  He mentioned the importance of 
community involvement, noting that the judges actively engage in community activities. (See 
Pages 17 through 19 of Attachment 1) 

Judge Umpleby expanded on the need to improve the Case Management System. The current 
system lacks the ability to provide data or information to operate as a data-informed court and is 
also unable to generate statistical reports. (See page 20 of Attachment 1) 

Chairperson McCalvin thanked staff for the presentation. 

5. Convene an executive session.

It was moved by Vice Chairperson Durham, seconded by Boardmember Flinchbaugh, that the
Board enter into an executive session at 7:48 a.m.

Upon tabulation of votes, it showed:

AYES – McCalvin–Durham–Berkshire–Cattani–Flinchbaugh–Martinez–Rogers
NAYS – None
ABSENT – None
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6. 

7. 

8. 

Carried unanimously. 

a. Discussion or consideration of employment, assignment, appointment, promotion or
resignation of a public officer, appointee, or employee of the City. (A.RS. 38-
431.03(A)(1 ));

i. Review and discuss application and background materials for the
reappointment of Magistrate Umayok Novell.

(At 8:13 a.m. the Executive Session adjourned, and the Board reconvened their regular 
meeting.) 

Review and discuss items related to the reappointment of Magistrate Umayok Novell, whose 
term expires June 30, 2025. 

There was no further discussion. 

Scheduling meetings and general information. 

Next meeting: 

March 19, 2025, 7:45 a.m. 
Former Council Chambers 
Lower-Level 
57 E. First Street 

Adjourn. 

Without objection, the Judicial Advisory Board adjourned at 8:35 a.m. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Judicial 
Advisory Board meeting of the City of Mesa, Arizona, held on January 22, 2025. I further certify that the 
meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was present. 
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